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S C HE M E 
> R in a few Years, 

THE NATIONAL DEBT, 
DR BY A oqzaky 2x0 


a Ruyvar of the Menken Acrs 


MAKE ho doubt but my title 
page will make ſome wiſe heads 
ſtare. The repeal of the Marriage 
Act pay off the national debt! Ha, 
ha, ha, The fellow's mad! a catch- 
penny thing, calculated for a diri- 
ner. — Have pitience, my wiſe 
friends; you muſt have a great deal 
before you come at my ſecret, though 
I will not lead you ſuch a dance to 
get at it as my friend Triſtram 
would; and for your greater encou- 
| 5 ragement 
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fagement to go on, I will conde- 
ſcend to explain a little my title 

page (which gives you ſo much of- 
fence at the firſt ſetting out) by 
frankly. owning thatthe bare repeat 
of the Marriage Act will not do the 
ching, unleſs the leg re, in their 
wiſdom, ſubſtitute another in its 
ſtead, that will effectually anſwer 
the purpoſe of my ſcheme. In re- 
turn for my gracious condeſcenſion, 
T have a right to expect you to fuffer 


me to go on without further inter- 


Fuption, and that you candidly ſuſ- 
pend your cenſure until vou hear 
me out, always Keeping in mind. 
that the interrupting any perſon: 3 in 
his tale, denotes a defect in good 
breeding ; ; and more ſo, when z 
gentleman is ſpeaking to your bet- 
ters, which happens at preſent to be 
my caſe. 


When I confeſs myſelf an Oh Ba- 


chelor, I but own I have been hi- 


therto a moſt unworthy and unpro- 
fitable member of ſociety: with 
6 deep 
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deep chagrin and contrition 1 Ace 
knowledge the charge ; and al- 


though I am ſomething too far ad- 
vanced in years to atone for the 
injury which I have done the pub- 
lic, by avoiding the matrimonial 
Rate, yet it is not too late to make 
my country .amends in another way. 
To this laudable purpoſe my la- 
Þours ſincerely tend, with what 
degree of fucceſs, depends on 
Heads wiſer (or at leaſt More power 

ful) than my own, 
Political wiſdom has declared, 
and I believe very juſtly, That the 
a riches of a kingdom are in pro- 
„ portion to the numher of its 
oF people; therefore the depopu- 
lation of a ſtate, whatever. cauſe it 
may be attributed to, ſhould mark 

its poverty, 
Various are the . which 
may depopulate a ſtate, beſides 
Plague, peſtilence, and famine; lu- 
xury and intemperance, by ſoften- 
ing the manners, and debilitating 
-M 2 the 
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ch) 


the conſtitutions of a people, neceſ; 
farily leave the members of the com- 
munity unfit for Propagation. A 
Tong and bloody war may be deem- 
ed an accidental cauſe only, as it 
does not proceed from the conſti- 
tution of the ſtate itſelf, as the laſt 
mentioned two evils do. The drain- 
ing the mother country to people 
diſtant conqueſts, has often proved 
2 deſtructive cauſe of weakening 
and depopulating a ſtate. How far 
ſome of the foregoing cauſes are, 
or may ſoon be applicable to G—t 
Br——n, comes not within the 
compaſs of my preſent view; as ] 
ſhall confine myſelf ſolely to the 
conſideration of another cauſe of 
depopulation, as yet by me unno- 
riced, viz. the preventing the in- 
creaſe of legal births, by the re- 
ſtraints and ſhackles laid upon 
marriage: this may be termed de- 


populating a ſtate by anticipation, if 


4 may be allowed the expreſſion. | 
The 
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(5) 
The flagitious and barefaced did 
regard mapifeſted (by both ſexes, 
and in all zJanks) to 08 ſacred and 
ſolemn ties avowed in marriage, is 
a moſt melancholy conſideration. 
Hence the many public as well as 
private ſeparations, and ſeparate 
maintenances: hence the frequent 
adulteries practiced by huſband 
and wife by mutual connivance, 
when their mutual worldly inte- 
reſt, or other cauſes forbid their 


bach, for the common exam- 
ple of "theſe diſgraces to the mar- 
ried ſtate, muſt ſtamp prejudices 
on the mind of every thinking 
young man, and deter him from 
enterin 2 into a ſtate which promiſes 
fo little honour or happineſs; and 
Hence the daily growth of proſti- 
tution, and the practice of keeping, 
now ſo commonly fallen into with; 
out a bluſh, even by the married, | 
as well as thoſe that are ſingle. 1 
mention all theſe known evils, as 
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they are all in their conſequences 


deſtructive of the population. of the 
ſtate; for the ſeparated wite muſt 


ſtill Preſerve ſome character in the 


eyes of the world: but whether 
ſhe does or not, the political as well 
as domeſtic intent of the union is 
fruſtrated ; and the common proſ- 
titute muſt, by wicked practices pre- 


vent her bearing children, to pre- 


ſerve the beauty of her perſon, 
which nothing is more common n 
and. thus:the Rate, on all bands, is 


| Fohbed of its right of population. 


. That an union ſo capable of ſu- 
preme felicity (as I, although an old 
bachelor, verily believe that of mar- 


riage may be) ſhould fo. ſeldom at- 


tain that deſirable end, appears 


unaccountable; but yet ſo it is, 


inſomuch that people now-a-days 
are .hardly united in the conjugal 


Rate, but they are planning a ſepa- 


ration; and we ſee conjugal faith 
and harmony confined,in a manner 
to the loweſt of the > People, and the 

nd: 


4 G7 4. 
12 0 8 of this claſs. Ants to be 
the only bands that Keep even them 
together.. 

This anhappy. condition of wed- 
lock (for ſuch I muſt call it, reſpect- 
ing the nation as well as indi- 
viduals) i is not peculiar to us; it is 


_ equally applicable to every ſtate in 
Europe, in a leſſer or greater de- 


gree; and yet, long as this evil has 
been endured, no effectual remedy 
Has ever been adverted to, notwith- 
ſtanding it ſo eminently concerns 
he welfare of kingdoms, and the 
internal and focial happineſs of the 
people. This general neglect of 
the public weal, can be aſcribed 
only to one general cauſe, the want 
of true patriotiſm, now become a 
mere name, to which any meaning 


May be applied, as beſt ſuits the 


patriots views. In fluctuating and 
uncertain adminiſtrations, we can 


expect no leſs than that every my 


niſter will work ſeparately for him- 
ſelf; and if perchance they co-ope- 
rate 


fate in ſome inden together, i t 
is only to keep things in a — 5 
way during their time, leavin 8 pot- 
terity to ſhift for itſelf. | 
As we are thus citcurnſtanced, 
my dear countrymen, and country- 
women, what ſtatues will you not 
decree to that true patriot who has, 
by profound meditation for the 
good of his country, fallen upon a 
plan that ſhall convert marriage 
into a ſocial bleſſing, in place of 
being a domeſtic curſe ? that ſhall 
free the preſent adm on, and 
all ſucceeding ones, from the em- 
barraſſments of ſtate financeering, 
and that ſhall immenſely raiſe the 
public revenue by natural and vo- 
luntary means, free from every 
oppreſſion or burden uponthe poor? 
As I profeſs myſelf actuated by a 
general philanthropy, and conſe- 
quently a citizen of the world, I 
would that every chriſtian ftate in 
Europe, at leaſt, ſhould benefit by 
my labours, which they ſurely will 
do, 
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do, if they are wiſe enough to 
Make off their bigotry, and follow 
our great example. The above 
are only the capital benefits that 
will ſpring from the adoption of 
my ſcheme; a multitude of leſſer 
bleſſings will flow from the ſame 
ſource, which I will enumerate in 
its proper place. 
As our church does not rank 
marriage in the number of our ſa- 
craments, as the Romans do, I 
conceive a greater latitude may be 
taken in a diſcuſhon of the ſub- 
ject, without offence, or incurring 
the cenſure of the Moſt Rev—d or 
Right Rev—d the Biſhops, or the 
inferior clergy ; the more eſpe- 
cially as my ſcheme will in a high 
degree raiſe the yearly income of 
the lower clergy, who, God knows, 
as things ſtand at preſent, are mi- 
ſerably enough provided for, to the 
diſgrace of chriſtianity. I will 
Not doubt the ready concurrence of 
the dignified clergy to my ſcheme, 
C as 


( ro ) 
as thereby they will be ſecured in 
the poſſeſſion of their overgrown 
church-preferments, and be freed 
from the dread and apprehenſion 


of a rod which, for ſome years, 


has been hanging over their heads, 
viz. a law for the more equal 
diſtribution of the loaves and fiſhes 
between them and their poor ſtarv- 
ing brethren ; but as my ſcheme 
makes an ample and ſplendid pro- 
viſion for theſe, no pretence will 
be left for (otherwiſe) ſo eſſential 
and neceſſary a law. 

The inſtitution of marriage, as 
it now ſtands, and the laws rela- 
tive thereto, make it a ſolemn, ſa- 
cred, and indiſſoluble union; and 
conſequently, a breach of any ar- 


ticle is an offence to God, to the 


laws, and to every moral duty. 
This every man, every woman 
knows ; and yet how lamentable 
to behold! every day produces 
ſome violation or other of this 
union ; and in ſome caſes the le- 


giſlature 


E 

giſlature itſelf diſſolves it, to all in- 
tents and purpoſes, and gives full 
licence to the parties to marry 
again where their inclinations lead 


them: a plain indication that mar- 


riage is not that ſacred and indiſ- 
ſoluble union which it is generally 
conceived by the vulgar to be. 

To what cauſe ſhall we attribute 
that univerſal diſguſt, coolneſs, nay 
averſion to this union, which takes 
place ſooner or later, but ever 
ſome time or other (with few ex- 
ceptions) after its completion ? 


* For marriage at beſt is but a Vow, 


% Which all men either break or Bow.” 


Some latent cauſe there muſt be, 
that produces this invariable effect, 
which has hitherto eſcaped the no- 
tice of the legiſlators of Europe. 
The depravity of mankind, uſually 
aſſigned as the cauſe, will not ac- 
count for it: man ſeeks not, know- 
ingly, his own domeſtic miſery ; 
and ſurely every breach of this 

C 2 con- 
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conjugal union is repugnant to his 
happineſs: therefore the cauſe muſt 
lie in ſome fundamental error in 
the inſtitution of marriage itſelf ; 
and this error once diſcovered, will 
obviouſly and eafily point out the 
remedy. Every compact pre-ſuppoſes 
a principle of equity for its foun- 
dation: now if there is any part of 
the marriage vow, which, from the 
fallible nature of man or woman, 
cannot be complied with, and they 
are drove by intereſt in view, or 
forced by their impetuous paſſions 
(which are naturally inconſiderate) 
to promiſe more at the altar than 
they afterwards find they are able 
to perform, diſguſt takes the lead; 

the fingleimpofhible condition imbitters 
every other article of the obliga- 
tion, and the parties ſhake off the 
whole of the engagement as faſt as 
they can: the only diſſerence is, 
that ſome hold out longer than 


others. A ttt 
- (The 


1 

(The late Marriage Act, fo wiſely 
calculated * for the better prevent- 
« ing clandeſtine marriages,” and 
flattering the power of parents and 
guardians, has only ſerved to ſti- 
mulate the invention of their chil- 
dren and wards, to caſt about-how 
they might beſt elude the force of 
the act: this they have effectually 
accompliſhed, by an opening left 
in the act itſelf, which conſe- 
quently has rendered it abortive of 
the ends it was framed for, as was 
very clearly foreſeen by many who 


' oppoſed it at the firſt outſet.) 


That we may the better account 

for ſuch a common perverſion of 
this ſolemn engagement, let us 
conſider as well the terms each 
couple ſubſcribes to at the altar, as 
the nature of the obligation re- 
ſpecting thoſe terms: © I N. take 
* thee N. to be my wedded wife, 
* (or huſband) to have and to hold, 
0 from this time forward, for bet- 


ter for worſe, for richer for | 
$ I poorer, 
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6 poorer, in ſickneſs and in health, 
* to love and to cheriſh, (and to 
* obey) till, death us do part, ac- 
* cording to God's holy ordinance, 
« and thereto I plight thee my 
ce troth.”—By the reſponſes in the 
preceding part of the ceremonial, 
the parties ſeverally engage © to 
“ farſake all others,” and preſerve 
the conjugal union, © ſo long as 
« they both ſhall live.” 

Whoſoever has ſeriouſly contem- 
plated the bent of human nature, 
will not be long at a loſs to find 
the cauſe, the fundamental error, 
herein before alluded to, the rock 
on which (at a moſt moderate com- 
putation) nine thouſand nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine, in ten thou- 
ſand, have ſplit upon in their ma- 
trimonial voyage, to the utter da- 
mage of the ſtate, in more affect- 
ing ſenſes than one: for one that 
looks upon marriage as a divine 
inſtitution, the remaining nine 
thouſand nine hundred and ninety- 


nine 


8 
nine view it only as a political com- 
pact: and although in this light a 
breach of it is a treſpaſs againſt the 
laws of the kingdom, as well as 
the laws of morality, yet daily ex- 
perience evinces, that this conſi- 
deration has very little force, when 
combated by the ſtrong and uncon- 
querable bias of human nature, 
which deteſts and ſhudders at any 
long reſtraint and loſs of liberty, 
notwithſtanding ſuch reſtraint may 


for a time be made eaſy, and even 
pleaſing. 


From what has been ſaid, it is 


manifeſt, that the exceptionable 
clauſe in marriage, which binds 
the parties, until death them do part, 
has ever been, and is, the great 
ſtumbling- block, over which man 
and woman daily falls from that 
conjugal faith and allegiance vow- 
ed to each other at the altar.— 
Women, from the accuſtomed 
mode of training, and their natu- 
ral timidity, are more eaſily re- 

| conciled 
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1 
conciled to unnatural. reſtraint; 
hence it 1s, that a- breach of the 
union proceeds ſo much oftner on 
the man's part, than on theirs. 
Whether the wiſdom of legiſla- 
tors can or cannot be vindicated, 
in laying, © ab origane,” the great 
and neceflary work of propagation 
under any checks or ſhackles at all, 
is not part of my preſent diſcuſſion : 
a negative has been put upon the 
queſtion by free writers, and freer 
thinkers, who allege, as one ar- 
gument in ſupport of their opinion, 
that for one hero, or diſtinguiſhed 
genius, begot in the languid con- 
jugal bed, the free embrace has 
produced a hundred. To ſpeak my 
own opinion, I think, that in the 
great work of generation, the hu- 
man ſpecies ſhould not, like the 
brute, be ſuffered to run riot ; 
every well ordered government 
muſt lay it under ſome reſtriction 
and laws, or confuſion will follow. 
The only point of difficulty which 
legiſla- 


(27 3 
legiſlators had to encounter, was 


only to take care, that whilſt they 
ſteered to avoid Caribdis, they did 


not fall into the ſix devouring jaws 


of Sylla. Mahomet and all the 
eaſtern ſages and legiſlators 
thought they kept the middle and 
ſafe channel, by allowing bigamy 
and poligamy in their dominions ; 
and to this indulgence 1s aſcribed 
the great populouſneſs of thoſe 
countries: but theſe are deſpotic 
governments, and may do many 
things that cannot be attempted in 
a free ſtate; therefore let us re- 


turn to OUT OWN CONCECTNS, 


The great object then for the 
conſideration of the leg re is, 
whether the clauſe, until death us do 
part, will not admit of ſome pal- 
liation, repeal, or change, that 
would not only make marriage 
honourable, and a bleſſing to ſo- 
ciety and individuals, but alſo re- 


dound to the great emolument of 


D the 
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the ſtate. If my ſcheme produces 
ſuch exalted benefits to my dear 
country, the honour of the project 
I ſhall think a full and ample : re- 
ward. - 

I will honeſtly confeſs, that the 
| perpetuity of * A term. ordained 
in the above clauſe, proved the 
bugbear that frightened me from 
matrimony, as I dare ſay it has 
many thouſands beſides myſelf. — 
Had the conditim been otherwiſe 
fated, I thould not be in the forlorn 
ſituation I am. © My wife would 
have been as the fruitful vine 
% upon the walls of my houſe,” 
and © my children like the olive 
branches around my table.“ Yea, 
* I ſhould have ſeen my childrens” 
children, and felt that peace” 
and ſocial enjoyments, from which 
Iam now, alas ! for ever ſhut out. 

It appears, by implication, that 
marriage is an © holy ordinance of 
God: it 18 ſaid alſo, © Thoſe 

„ whom 


W295 


« whom God hath joined, let no 
* mian. put aſunder.“ If theſe are 
to be taken in a literal and abſo- 
lute ſenſe, I may as well ſtop here, 
and put an end to the career of 
my ſcheme ; for all my profound 
cogitations on the ſubject, and all 
my affectionate * for the 
good of my dear country and fel- 
low- ſubjects, muſt fall to the 
ground. As this would be too mor- 
titying a ſtroke to my genius, per- 
mit me, with all humility, to try 
the force of theſe objections, 
which ſeem at once to obſtruct our 
further progreſs. 

God forbid that I ſhould diſpute 
marriage itſelf being his © holy 
«© oxdinance.” It certainly is ſo; 
and the ſame may be ſaid of any 
ſolemn compact entered into un- 
der the auſpices of his Holy Name : 
but the looking upon it in this 
pious light, does not ſanctify every 
clauſe in the terms of the ceremo- 

.D 3 nial, 


G 

nial, framed: by the weak inven- 
tion of mere man, (for I don't find 
that woman, although fo material 
a party, was ever taken into the 
confultation : the more's the pity z 
for if ſhe had, I am inclined to 
think matters would have been 
better terminated.) The claufe in 
queſtion being, from the nature of 
mankind, repugnant to and de- 
ſtructive of the very eſſence of a 
ſocial union, by diveſting it even 
of the ſhadow of freedom, cannot 
in that part lay any claim to the 
title of an holy ordinance. It is a 
melancholy truth that the genera- 
lity of parents cannot look upon 
marriage as the holy ordinance 
* of God;” for they hardly ever 
conſult the choice or happineſs of 
their children, or thoſe requiſites 
that alone conſtitute the felicity of 
this union, as parity of years, pa- 
rity of tempers, and parity of con- 
ſtitutions ; provided ſettlements 
| anſwer 


6.4) 


. anſwer the views of avarice, the 
young pair are left to ſeek felicity 
wherever they can find it: if they 
meet with it in each other's arms, it 
is well for them; it is a bleſſing 
for which they owe no thanks to 
their parents : if they do not, 
(which is ten thouſand to one) they 
muſt. ſeek for it elſewhere; and 
frequent example gives encourage- 
ment enough to keep them in 
countenance during the purſuit. 

Where it is ſaid, * Thoſe whom 
* Gad hath joined, let no man put 
© aſunder,” it can only mean a 
prohibition of the common adul- 
teries of the married ftate, which 
uſually end in a ſeparation of the 
parties: if otherwiſe, and literally 
underſtood, then every legal di- 
vorce is a breach of God s holy or- 
Manch. 


Having thus 3 theſe ſeem- 
11 formidable difficulties, I hope 
to the ſatisfaftion of the moſt ten- 

der 
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der and ſcrupulous conſcience, 1 
will proceed with my ſcheme. To 
this I am the more emboldened, 
| becauſe if this ſacred union admits 
of innovation and diſſolution by 
law, in caſes where two individuals 
can only be benefited, ſurely it will 
be thought more allowable, when 
the. honour of the holy compact 
itſelf and the welfare oo the Kare 
require it. 


— : then ſelf-evident that 
the perpetuity of the clauſe being 
5 recited, is the root from which 
| every evil in the married ſtate has 


1 ſprung, from its firſt inſtitution to 
| this day, I humbly 'propoſe that it 
de obliterated, and that the follow- 
ing be ſubſtitated in its place For 
the term , or until the expiration 
of one, two, three, four, or five years, 
as the parties may agree. The 
{1 reſt of the obligation may ſtand, as 

1 being neceſſary and inoffenſive. 

| Beyond the term of five years, I am 
7% of 
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of opinion no obligation of this 
kind mould extend; from a pro- 
found analyſis of the human paſ- 
ſions, I have a thorough conviction 
that this ſpace is the ne plus ultra of 
both ſexes, beyond which they can- 
not, without a miracle, hold out; 
for a very obvious reaſon, no mar- 
riage contract ſhould be entered 
into for a leſs term than one year, 
otherwiſe doubts and confuſion 
might ariſe, reſpecting a neceſſary 
proviſion to be made for children. 
At the expiration of any mar- 
riage leaſe, the parties mutually de- 
firing the ſame, ſhall have liberty of 
renewing their leaſe for any term 
within rhe preſcribed limits, at the 
pleaſure and agreement of the 
party, upon paying a fine certain to 
government for every ſuch” re- 
newal, after the manner of ſome 
church and college tenures. But 
if either of the parties ſhall, at the 
n of their leaſe, declare 

againſt 
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againſt a renewal, then the mar- 


riage ſhall be declared void to all | 


intents and purpoſes, and the par- 
ties at liberty. 
It is further propoſed, chat every 
marriage ſhall be duly regiſtred in 
the county or diſtrict where it is 
ſolemnized; and that for every re- 
giſtring the parties ſhall pay to go- 
vernment a certain tax, over and 
above the fees neceſſary for reim- 
burſing the current expences of the 
regiſter office. 
As I would with the benefits 1 re- 
ſulting from my incomparable 
ſcheme ſhould be as univerſal as 
poſſible, and that as little time as 
may. be ſhould be loſt in giving 
this general relief to all my dear 
countrymen and women, it is fur- 
ther propoſed, that within fix calen- 
dar months, every married pair 
within his majeſty's dominions (the 
colonies excepted) ſhall be freed 
from their bands. I exclude the 
SEED colonies 
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colonies from this general jubilee, 
becauſe I think they deſerve a rap 
for their late diſobedience to the 
laws of their mother country ; 
therefore, let them keep their 
wives. It is Zurther propoſed, that 
every married pair ſo freed from 


their former engagement, ſhall be 


obliged immediately to enter into 
a marriage leaſe for one year only, at 
the expiration of which they ſhould 
be at liberty to renew or not, upon 
the ſame footing with the reſt of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects. | 
Kings are born for their people, 
and muſt ſubmit to many ſelf-de- 
nials for their general good ; there- 
fore it is clear a clauſe of exemp- 
tion muſt be provided againſt his. 
M—y and his ſuc——ors bene- 
fiting themſelves of this ſalutary 
law, for the ſake of the peace and 
tranquillity of the kingdom; be- 
ſides, frequent cor ons would 
run away with a conſidlerable por- 
E tion 
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tion of the profits accruing to go- 
vernment from my ſcheme, which 
I' now with profound deference 
conſign to the legiſlative powers, 
whoſe wiſdom, I make no doubt, 
will illuſtrate it with many impor- 
tant improvements, and decree me 
Tome honorary diſtinction for my 
diſintereſted lahours; a pecukiary one 
I am ſuperior to, notwithſtanding 
the reflections caſt upon me by the 
wiſe heads at my firſt ſetting out. 
Nothirig remains but that I make 

good my promiſe, of enumeratin 
ſome of the many bleſſings a 
will flow to the nation, and to in- 
dividuals, from my original ſcheme. 
All marriage ſettlements, I con- 
ceive, may go on as cuſtomary 
heretofore, under the precaution of 
making proper allowances for the 
difference of being tenants for life, 
and for a term only. This neceſ- 
ſary reſerve may produce an effect 
much wanted in chis kingdom; z It 
Way 
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may occaſion its caſh to flow 
throu gh more channels, _ 
Parents may carry on the traffic 
of their children as uſual ; and they 
will probably meet with a more 
ready bbedience from them, as 
children will know they are con- 
demned and fold for a time only. 
The progeny ariſing from theſe 
marriages, being got, as it were, 
in the vigour and ſpirit of liberty 
and freedom (on compariſon with 
the old mode) will, to a moral cer- 
tainty, inherit ſtronger corporeal 
and mental powers, and conſe- 
quently become more uſeful mem- 
bers of the ftate. Every young 
pair now, during the time of court- 
ſhip, enters into a trial of ſkill who 
ſhall beſt deceive and diſguiſe their 
ill qualities. At tength they marry ; 
the deception vaniſhes on both 
ſides, and they find they were ne- 
ver made for each other, and yet 
are wedded to miſery, as /ong as they 
| E 2 beth 
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both Foy live ; but on my ſcheme, 
the firſt leaſe or term is a neceſſary 


term of probation, during which the 
parties well know whether they are 
formed to give mutual happineſs $. 
if they are, they have it in their 
power to perpetuate it; if not, they, 
know they can, after a ſhort ſpace, 
free themſelves from a deteſted 
union, and lawfully enjoy that- 
happineſs in another's arms, of 
which they failed in their firſt ven- 
ture. How great, how comfort- 
able, this reflection and knowlege 
muſt be! let the man declare who 
is bound and curſed for life to a 
dirty, froward, clamorous, and jea- 
lous wife; and the delicate lovely 
woman who is doomed. to paſs all 
her days, yoked to a brutiſh, flo- 
venly, and tyrannic huſband. 
Should my ſcheme take place, 
the oprobrious names of Old Baches 
lor, Old Maid, and Baſtard, would 
ſoon become obſolete terms. Pro- 


ſtitution 
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ſtitution would be out of the mar- 
ket; for all would marry on my 

conditions: and ſpurious, births 
would be no longer a reproach to 
the land, to the parents, and their 1 
offspring. Should there remain a 4 
bachelor above the age of twenty | v 
three years, or under ſixty five, in 
the kingdom, after my ſcheme of 
marriage is paſſed into a law, let 
him be taxed with a vengeance ! But. 
as my plan would neceffarily be 
productive of a vaſt increaſe of | 
people (the ſtrength and riches of 1 
a kingdom) in which the learned 4 
ſay this nation at preſent is greatly | 
deficient, the mcreaſe of agriculture 
muſt go hand in hand with our ma- 
trimonial operations, or we ſhall get 
mouths, and have nothing to put 
into them; this would prove a la- 
mentable blunder in politics, which 
I have no doubt but 'the wiſdom 
of the legiſlature will effectually 
guard againſt. 


By 
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By this ſcheme the inferior cler- 
gy and ſtarving curates, with large 
families, would be enabled in a 
very few years (by the large in- 
creaſe of 3 buſineſs) to 
portion out their daughters in laws 


ful wedlock, by which much ſcan- 
dal to the cloth, and the ſtate, 
would be prevented, in more ſenſes 
than one. In the wicked days of 
my youth, I generally found two 
in three of the unhappy wanderers 
upon the town proved themſelves 
poor parſons daughters. The de- 
ſirable end above mentioned would 
more effectually be ſecured, if the 
ſurplice marriage fees were doubled, 
which no one in the preſent caſe 
would have the leaſt objection to, 
although I think the labouring poor 
ſhould be exempted; and no check 
or extraordinary charge be laid 
upon their uſeful induſtry, this 
way, as the ſtate calls for popu- 
lation. 


I con- 
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I conceive the vaſt revenue arif- 
ingto government from my ſcheme, 
would, in a ſmall ſpace, not only 


pay off the national debt, but alſo 
prove a perpetual fund to ſupply 
every exigency of the ſtate either 
in peace or war: we ſhould have, 
as it were, an eternal reſource 
within ourſelves ; human nature 
itſelf is government” 8 ſecurity for 
the permanency of the aid; every 
miniſtry would be freed from per- 
plexing embarraſſments, and would 
not be reduced to the ungracious ne- 
ceſſity of FEKRETTING WESTWARD 
and Eaftward, for ways and means to 
ſupport the credit of the nation. 
Every tax with which the land, and 
the poor are (I muſt ſuppoſe neceſ- 
farily) burthened, might be imme- 
diately aboliſhed, or at leaſt within 
the fix calendar months; and I ſhould 
have the ſupreme happineſs of 
daily hearing bleſſings ſhowered 


down wo me from all quarters, 


for 
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for being the projector of this uni- 
verfally beneficial expedient; which 
at once ſaves my country, in ſpi- 
rituals as well as temporals. 


Heavy taxes are juſtly ſaid to be 
the caufe which enhances the price 
of every neceſſary of life; theſe 
removed by the never failing re- 
ſource in my ſcheme, plenty, 


cheapneſs, and tranquillity would 


once more return and overſpread 
the face of the land; bleſſings, 
that, for a long time back, have 
taken their flight from us. 
Another ſalutary effect would 
iſſue from my ſcheme, | which is 


well worthy. the notice and conſi- 


deration of every adminiſtration ; 
the marriage tax (if it may be ſo 
called) would be voluntarily paid, 
without the leaſt murmuring, 


| grumblin g, or clamour. 


Whether Providence, for wiſe 


purpoſes, implanted a paſſion for 
variety in the human ſpecies, the 
more 


. 
more effectually to carry on tlie 
great work of propagation, in obe- 
* to its injunction, oC increaſe 
% And multiply,) is a point too 
knotty for me to determine: it is 
ſufficient for my purpoſe, that the 
fact is generally ſo, to demonſtra- 
tion. Whether it proceeds from a 
natutal ungovernable impulſe, or 
from the depravity of the ſpecies, 
I know not: if from the firſt, it 
claims gratification, under proper 
legal reſtrictions: if from the lat- 
ter, every wiſe adminiſtration will 
convert and direct the irregular 
paſſions of the people into ſuch a 
channel, as will, in ſpite of them- 
felves, turn to their common good, 
and the emolument of the ſtate. 

It has been lately bellowed out 
by ſchemers for the public good, 
% Tax luxury.” I ſay fo too: — 
and here the legiſlature, by adopt- 
ing my ſcheme, has an eligible 
and happy opportunity of taxing 
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an indulgence, which would prove 

the higheſt piece of luxury that 

mortal man or woman can medi- 

tate on, or with for; and the tax 

would be paid with chearfulneſs, 
not as a tax, but as a bleſſing. How 
defirable an eyent this to Every ad- 
miniſtration ! 

I will not preſume to point out 
to the wiſdom of the legulature, 
to what amount the fine for re- 
newal, and regiſter tax ſhould be 
impoſed: the immediate exigen- 
cies of the ſtate muſt guide the 
meaſure; and it may be varied as 
circumſtances change. I will only 
venture humbly to pronounce, 
that par——t may tax boldly, with- 
out fear either of cenſure, reproach, 
or inſurrections. 


Thus, my dear fellow ſubjects, 
(of both ſexes) I cloſe my ſcheme. 
Whether the ſupreme bleſſings 1 
have projected for you will come 
Home to you, time alone can ſhew. 
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Be this as it may, I ſhall ſtill have 8 | 
the unſpeakable, internal, heart- I 
felt joy of knowing that my en- | 
deavours will be accompanied by 
all your fincere and ardent wiſhes 
for their ſucceſs. Let me not, 
however, be too ſanguine; there | | 
may be one pair in twenty thou- | 
ſand to whom my ſcheme may be a 
matter of indifference, 
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